Use of a dynamic mini-compression plate for the internal fixation of mandibular fractures.
Internal fixation for mandibular fractures can be simplified using dynamic mini-compression bone plates, frequently employed by orthopedic surgeons. These enable fragment immobilization without the usual intermaxillary fixations--arch bars, splints, and so on. They also allow better oral hygiene, early feedings, and short hospitalization. Complications and risk of infection appear to be minimal. The intraoperative steps are described.